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preserved anywhere in this area, except at the places referred
to above near the present sea-coast. As a consequence of
this geological stability, and long-continued exposure to
the erosive action of the weather, the physical inequalities
which give that form of simple relief know as scenery are
due merely to unequal resistance to weathering agents.
The Archaean complex is composed of a great variety
of very ancient igneous and sedimentary rocks, which have
been in many cases so altered by heat and earth move-
ments that it is now difficult in many cases to distinguish
those which were originally laid down as sediments in
water from those which were injected in a molten condition
into pre-existing solid parts of the Earth's crust. All the
rocks of this group have been buried at some time in their
history to great depths in the Earth's crust, and have since
been brought to the surface by the continued erosion of
the overlying cover. They show a general disposition of
their constituent minerals in bands and streaks, roughly
imitating the fluidal structures of semi-molten and viscous
bodies, which is due to the fact that they have been moulded
under enormous pressure and at high temperatures in an
early stage of the Earth's history. The rocks now exposed
at the surface in Madras therefore form a sample of the
kind of materials that still exist at depths in the Earth's
crust so great that the pressure due to the overlying masses
is sufficient to mould and knead like wax the strongest
rock known. There is no direct proof that these folded or
banded rocks in Madras, commonly known as gneisses and
schists, are similar in age to the formations described as
Archaean in Europe and America. They are, however, re-
ferred to the Archaean era, because, throughout Peninsular
India, as in other parts of the world, they underlie all other
geological formations, and form a platform on which all
later geological deposits were laid down. Among the
constituents of this complex are great masses of ancient